
 
May 2009 

 

FOX Employees 
Participate in  
Iowa Children’s 
Water Festival 
 

 

 

 

AMES – At this annual event for approximately 2000 Iowa fifth-graders and their teachers, FOX was pleased to provide the 

assistance of our employees and their spouses.   This is a great educational outreach venue that directly impacts and helps to 

educate our future citizens on the value of our most precious resource – water – and the necessity to conserve and protect it. 



 
In her role as a member of the Festival Steering committee, FOX Engineer Carla Schumacher has 
taken the lead for many years to serve as chair of the Volunteer Committee, coordinating the 
approximately 175 volunteers who support this event as class guides, presenter assistants, game 
and exhibit hall helpers, bus parking attendants, volunteer registration and other behind-the-
scenes help.  She had this to say about her role in the event and the value derived by its young 
attendees and volunteers:  

 
άIt is a privilege to work with the dedicated 
members of the steering committee and 
volunteer committee, as well as our wonderful 
presenters, exhibitors, and support volunteers 
who make this event possible.  The focus of 
the water festival is to educate 5th graders on 
a variety of water-related topics in a fun and 
hands-on learning environment at the 
beautiful Ankeny Des Moines Area Community College campus, and it 
requires a lot of resources to make this possible.  For our long-term 

volunteers, it becomes a ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΦ  CƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
a ΨWow, sign me up again next yearΩ moment.  The water festival 
experience is an environment ripe with learning opportunities for the 
5th grade attendees, and is a reminder to all of us of the important 
role that water plays in our daily lives.  How awesome is thŀǘΚέ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to recognize the following FOX employees for their generous gifts of time and talent:  
 

Volunteers at the Event: 
Dave Fox, PE; Class Guide 
Rilla Fox, Presenter Helper 
Robin Greenlee, Class Guide 
Matt Kasper, PE; Class Guide 
Tammy Klatt, Class Guide 
Shalin Kowalke, Exhibit Hall Co-Coordinator  
Mercedes Merideth, Presenter Helper 
Carla Schumacher, PE; Volunteer Committee Coordinator 
Eric Thompson, Exhibitor Registration and Presenter Helper  
 

Presenters: 
Winnie Gleason, PE; Iowa Section AWWA, ά9ŘƛōƭŜ !ǉǳƛŦŜǊά 
Keith Hobson, PE; AWWA/IWPCA, “Water for People Journey to Xicotopec“ 
Laurie Twitchell, PE; IWPCA, “Cleanwater Heroesέ 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brad from Sioux City and John from Council Bluffs 

 
 
Volunteer Committee 
Support: 
Class signs and preparation of 
materials prior to the event   
Robin Greenlee  
Tammy Klatt  
Shalin Kowalke  
Lisa Packer 
Brandt Williamson 
 
 
 

 
Comments from a few of the 
teachers: 
“Just to let you know...we had an outstanding 
day at the festival.  It was once again so 
organized and well planned out.  My students 
enjoyed every part of it and learned a 
tremendous amount of information.  Thank you 
for all the hard work you do each year.  It is 
worth it for the students.” 
Kari Swartz 
Wildwood 
Ottumwa 

 
“Thank you for a wonderful day.  Everything 
was so well organized and every activity we 
attended was educational and worthwhile.  The 
kids thoroughly enjoyed the day.  I hope we get 
the opportunity to attend again next year.”  
 
Margarette Morr 
Chariton 

 
“I was a great day!  You all do such a wonderful 
job of presenting to the students.  Thank you 
for all you do!” 
 
Jody K. 



 
“We are definitely interested in being on your registration list for next year!  Both teachers and student rated yesterday's 
experience a perfect "10"!  Thanks to everyone who volunteered yesterday (Ours was awesome!) and everyone else who 
helped make the festival such a great success!!  Thanks again and we look forward to participating next year!” 
 
Kathy Van Sickel and Mary Barney 
5th grade teachers 
St. Anthony School 
Des Moines, IA 

 
“We had a great day!  I think this was the best one so far.  Loved the one about water in the Middle Ages.  The river clean up is 
always great, and the new DVD presentation was really professional.  My kids really loved it.  Thankfully, the weather 
cooperated!”  
 
Mrs. Oldham 

 
“Thanks you so much for all your hard work.  We had a fantastic day!  You out did yourselves once again.” 

 
Andrea Doubet 
Grundy Center Elementary 

 
 


