
City of Ames Celebrates New Project 

 

 

A ribbon-cutting was held to celebrate 

construction of the Raw Well Water 

Transmission Pipeline designed by FOX 

Engineering for the Water & Pollution 

Control Department in Ames.  The 2.6-

mile, $2.7 million project provides 

reliability through a secondary pipeline 

connecting 65% of the Ames water 

supply wells with the water treatment 

plant while increasing output from each of 

ten wells in the Southeast & Youth Sports 

Complex Well Fields.   

 

 

FOX was retained in 2007 to determine the route for the 30-inch 

pipeline;  they had recommended construction of the secondary 

pipeline 10 years earlier during design of the 24-inch raw water main 

extension to the Youth Sports Complex Well Field.  Three alternate 

routes were evaluated before selecting a preferred route with over 

60% of the pipeline passing through private property.   Easements 

were acquired along with permits from the IDOT for crossing US 

Highway 30, the Union Pacific Railroad, the City of Ames for crossing 

two arterial streets and the floodplain, Story County for crossing the 

floodplain, and IDNR for two Skunk River crossings and potable water 

main construction.  McAninch Corp. submitted the low proposal 

among seven bidders and was awarded the project in October 2008.  

With a contract completion date of October 30, 2009, the project 

was substantially completed and placed in service on May 19, 2009, 

following successful hydrostatic and bacterial testing.   

Les Wolfe and John Gade were the design engineers for this project. 

 

FOX Engineering is an environmental engineering firm based in Ames, Iowa.  
They specialize in water, wastewater, and solid waste management solutions 

for their diverse governmental and industrial clients.  The firm’s environmental 
projects vary in size and scope and can be found throughout the Midwest and 
beyond.  Leslie Wolfe, PE, and John Gade, PE, can be reached at 800/433-3469 

or by email at lsw@foxeng.com or jmg@foxeng.com .  

L to R: Kevin Deal, Water Plant Maintenance; Christina Murphy, W&PC Assis-

tant Director; Les Wolfe, Project Manager; John Gade, Project Engineer; 

Matthew Goodman, City Council Member;  John Dunn, W&PC Director 

(holding section of 30” PVC pipe); Dale Weber, Public Works; Lyle Hammes, 

W&PC Project Engineer; Kris Evans, W&PC Project Engineer 

Les Wolfe comments at dedication 

June 8, 2009 
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